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Why are paddlers drawn 
to the Duck River?



Plentiful Access Points



Bulls Bluff

Carpenter Bridge section



Gravel Bar

Cheeks Bend section



View of the Courthouse

Downtown Columbia section



Sunny Day on the Duck

Cheeks Bend section



Training for the Chattajack Race

Iron Bridge section



4th Graders Exploring

Cheeks Bend section



The Duck River is the most 
biologically diverse river in 

North America 

Paddlers enjoy seeing plentiful and diverse wildlife



Great Blue Heron

Carpenter Bridge section



Duck River Darter Snapper

Cheeks Bend section



Bald eagle

Carpenter Bridge section



Barred Owl

Carpenter Bridge section



Fawn

Cheeks Bend section



Old Mill Site

Sowell Ford section



Buzzards Bluff (cheeks bend caves)

Cheeks Bend section



Drone shot

Cheeks Bend section



Paddling is a sport that can be 
enjoyed across generations 



Dawn’s Nephew in 2004
Learning to Kayak

Dawn’s Nephew in 2023
Paddling with his son



Jan’s Niece at age 8
First time in a kayak

Jan’s Niece 14 years later
Paddling on a multi-day trip

Suwannee River, FL



4th Graders Learning about Mussels

Near Howard’s Bridge



Family Paddling Trip

Cheeks Bend Section



Duck River Agency Paddle 
Cheeks Bend section of the Duck River



Paddlers are invested and 
involved with protecting the river



Annual River Clean up 2022

Downtown Columbia



Tons of trash and tires removed each year 

from the same section of river

Downtown Columbia





Located in Maury County
near Columbia, TN
3114 Cheeks Bend Rd
Columbia, TN 38401

Higher Pursuits Kayak and Canoe Rental
Visitor Analysis (2022-2023)

Bringing Recreational Tourism Dollars and jobs to Maury County

Approximately 83% of our customers were visitors to Maury County. 
10% were visitors from another state or 

had traveled more than 3 hours to paddle with us. 

HigherPursuits@aol.com   |  931-840-8575   |  https://www.higherpursuits.com

Zone 1: Maury County Only
17% of Sales

Zone 4: 3+ hr Drive or 
Out of State Tourists 

10% of Sales

Zone 2: 30 Min – 1 hr Drive
35% of Sales

Zone 3: 1 to 1.5 hr drive
31% of Sales

25+ Part-time jobs

mailto:HigherPursuits@aol.com


Recreational Tourism contributes 
to our local economy 

• Our out-of-state visitors represented 30 different 
states and two countries

• These customers bring valuable tourism dollars to 
Maury County

• They not only rent kayaks/canoes but also eat out, 
shop and other visit other tourist locations in our 
region.



Questions
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